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duties. After six years of real war and four years of
"cold war" it is strong in its desire to have a foreign
policy of its own and not to be "merely the instrument
to carry out a foreign policy made up for us else-
where/'21 It seems, or it should seem, natural that this
policy should be primarily, if not uniquely, inspired by
its interests and its needs. Summed up, this means that,
while content to play a modest role in proportion to its
resources and its population, Canada, which borders
on both the Atlantic and the Pacific, is a neighbour of
the United States and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, a member of the British Commonwealth of
Nations and the United Nations, and cannot risk com-
promising its national unity through the workings of
its foreign policy. The first duty of Canadians is to
safeguard what little political unity they still possess
and, more, to seek by every legitimate means to im-
prove it. They would not be the only losers if they
were drawn into a foreign policy which would cause a
division in the hearts and minds of the people. It is
important, then, before every other consideration, that
the great majority of Canadians should have the very-
real conviction, in principle as well as in fact, that if
their country adopts a policy it is to assure peace in
the world and not in obedience to Great Britain or the
United States. Such a policy is in their own interest.
It is not as a member of the Commonwealth nor as a
neighbour of the United States that Canada has a duty,
according to its means, to prevent the return of war,
but as a sovereign state and an American nation,
stemming both from America and Europe.

21 The Rt. Hon. Louis St. Laurent, in the House of Commons,
3 March, 1947.